
 “Ely North Junction.  This scheme will be delivered 
now in CP6 [2019-2024] to allow co-ordination with 
safety critical level crossing works nearby.  Despite 
this Network Rail is aware of the strong aspiration of 
the DfT and local user groups and MPs to see 
improvements to services on the Cambridge to Kings 
Lynn corridor as soon as practicable.” 
 

Page 23, Report from Sir Peter Hendy to the Secretary of State for 
Transport on the replanning of Network Rail’s Investment Programme, 
26 November 2015. 
 

“Network Rail’s obligation is to develop a solution to 
enable 8-car operation of Peak services between 
Kings Lynn and Cambridge (and onto London Kings 
Cross).” 
 

Page 35, Report from Sir Peter Hendy to the Secretary of State for 
Transport on the replanning of Network Rail’s Investment Programme – 
draft Enhancements Delivery Plan Update, 21 January 2016.  
(Some 8-car trains do run from/to Kings Lynn, but are unable to stop at 
short platforms at Watlington, Littleport or Waterbeach). 
 

More and longer trains:  that’s been our call for 
longer than we care to remember. 
 

More and longer trains:  that’s the government’s 
promise too. 
 

More and longer trains:  it’s really that simple. 
 

Only it isn’t.  Network Rail is over-committed. Fact. 
 

And its boss, Sir Peter Hendy, has recommended the 
government to halt all work on Ely North Junction 
and restart in 2019.  East Anglia’s big bottleneck 
affects a big proportion of Fen Line passengers. 
 
 

 
Almost half of Fen Line passengers travel from/to 
the four stations north of Ely North Junction. 
(Kings Lynn, Watlington, Downham Market and Littleport).  
 

Compared to 10 years ago, Fen Line trains are now 
carrying over 1.7m more passengers a year - about 
17 trains* extra every day.  
* based on estimated 270 seats per 4-car train 
  

There is strong passenger growth south of Ely North 
Junction (5% +) but recently the rate of growth on 
that section has stabilised: 

 
However, it is Fen Line passenger growth north of 
Ely North Junction that is now growing most (6% +) 
and its rate of growth is accelerating: 
 

 
 

Now the faster growth is north of Ely. 
For full, detailed statistics, email:  fluasecretary@flua.org.uk 

 

The government knows this, and so it contracted 
Govia Thameslink Railway (GTR) to run half-hourly 
Great Northern Kings Lynn-Kings Cross services (with 
air-conditioned trains) from 21 May 2017.  
 

 
 

(2 trains per hour, Mon to Sat, from Kings Lynn, Downham Market 
 and Ely as a minimum, but up to two gaps for freight trains). 

 

It’s little surprise the trains are very busy – the Kings 
Cross area and Cambridge itself (both served by Fen 
Line trains) are rich with knowledge industry jobs - 
but you have to be moneyed to buy a house nearby. 
 

  “Cambridge house prices now outstripping London says report”: in a 
survey of 20 cities, land value experts Hometrack says “Cambridge the 
UK's top property hotspot."                   Cambridge News 20 January 2016 
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Broadly speaking, the further north, the lower 
equivalent house prices are.  Big house price 
differentials drive Fen Line passenger demand. 
 

Kings Cross is an important destination, but here we 
concentrate on Cambridge. 8 Kings Lynn trains arrive 
at Cambridge in the AM Peak (0700-0959) Mon to Fri. 
 

 
 

These trains are so popular that some services are 
normally grossly overloaded on arrival at Cambridge. 
 

“Teen elbowed off crowded train to Cambridge as angry 
mother demands 'urgent action'” [the 0651 Kings Lynn-
Kings Cross, at Waterbeach].   Cambridge News 26 October 2015 
 

There are problems at Cambridge in the PM peak 

(1600-1859) too.  With fewer services for homeward- 

bound people (service gaps are highlighted below) 

trains are extremely overcrowded. 

 
 

As from 21 May 2017, we welcome access to the 
new Cambridge North station (located close to the 
Business Park, Innovation Centre, Science Park, etc). 
 

 

The opening day for Cambridge North gets ever closer. 
 

More in the pipeline?  Cambridgeshire County Council and business 
group Cambridge Ahead have contracted consultants John Laing to see 

how a Cambridge South station at Addenbrooke’s/Cambridge Biomedical 
Campus: “around 10,500 new high value jobs being created”* could be 

brought forward quickly.  
                                                                   * Cambridgeshire Long Term Transport Strategy, July 2015 

The East-West Rail project (Cambridge to Oxford) which is under study 
could mean a faster, uncongested route to Kings Cross. 

 

It’s good, then, to see that Cambridge to Kings Lynn 
8-car project recommended as a priority.  When do 
these ‘get-us-to-work-and-back’ longer trains start? 

And more trains, (not an ‘aspiration’ but a big, public, 
political commitment) what’s happening there? 
 

The bugbear is fitting them into the already 
congested Ely bottleneck: Ely North Junction  
and its wider area.  All five routes converging at Ely, 
East Anglia’s rail crossroads, are designated 
Trans-European Network routes.  The lines to 
Cambridge, Felixstowe and Peterborough are part of 
Britain’s Strategic Freight Network as well. 
 

Network Rail has established that if train numbers 
expand the level crossings in the area may be too 
close to each other to ensure road safety.  
 

So, although specified and funded by government 
for CP5 [2014-2019] the Ely North Junction project 
has now increased greatly in scope, in part to cope 
with potential road user risk the crossings could pose.  
 

 

 

Twice an hour short, capacity hungry, 2-car trains go 
into Ely, reverse, and go out again through Ely North 

Junction for a second time.  Some could go via the 
bypass line (no level crossing) to avoid this; some do 
already.  Could existing capacity be more efficiently 
used to introduce the contracted half-hourly 
Kings Lynn-Kings Cross trains without new works? 
 

 
 

 

 

Visit www.flua.org.uk for useful weblinks, news and developments 

 

Finally, a wait until 2019 to re-start work at Ely?  
Hitchin flyover design work started in January 2007, 
services didn’t start until June 2013, over six years 
later.  Given the inevitability of very long lead times 
like this, particularly where they involve statutory 
processes where the timescales are outside the 
railway’s control, can we afford yet more delay?  


